CHAPTER    II
From Feudalism to Capitalism
A LARGE number of people take it for granted that
the present order of society is the only form which an
advanced civilization could assume. They have been
born and bred in what is called the capitalist system,
and it never occurs to them that there might be a
society in which there were no rich or poor classes,
no owners of big estates, and no prosperous financial
magnates; or else, if they admit that the present
order of society could be changed, they instantly
condemn such a change because they regard the
present system as a law of nature, with which it would
be madness or sacrilege to tamper.
It is, however, a symptom of elementary simple-
mindedness to have so limited an imagination that
you cannot lift yourself in mind above your im-
mediate environmentj so as to see that the order in
which you happen to live may give place to an
entirely different order. I once met with an extreme
form of this simple-mindedness in a Russian peasant
woman who did not know, and would not believe,
that there was any other country in the world besides
Russia. It is only a little less simple-minded to suppose
that there can be no other social order than that
under which land is owned by individuals or busi-
nesses are conducted in the form of limited companies.
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